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Quan, 


The Church Needs the Home 


How desperately the church needs the home if the oncoming 
generation is to be won for Christ. The church has the children 
an hour or two a week, the home has them awake, or sleeping, 
for most of the other hundred and sixty-six hours. ... The church 
can teach only against the background of knowledge and ex- 
perience which the pupils already have through life in the home, 
and their love for and belief in their parents. How can a teacher 
persuade a little boy that the Bible on which our Christian faith 
is based is the greatest book in the world, if he never sees it 
opened at home? Need more be said? § Denominational leaders 
across America have become convinced that it is the home and 
not the church which has the primary responsibility for the 
religious life of the child. They state clearly and emphatically 
that it is not so much the duty of the home, as it is the obliga- 
tion of the church to inspire and guide the home in the Christian 
education of its children. . . . § Local churches are beginning to 
catch this vision, and many of them are seriously trying to help 
hard-pressed fathers and mothers measure up to their responsi- 
bility. My own observation is that parents, as never before in 
my lifetime, are intelligently interested in the welfare of their 
children, and are ready and eager to read and study, to attend 
lectures and discuss with others their common problems, in order 
that they may perform more competently their God-appointed 
task. Now is the accepted time for the church! 


—W. TALIAFERRO THOMPSON in Adventures in Parenthood, 
just published by John Knox Press, Richmond, Virginia. 











Letters to the Editors 





Narrow Interpretation of Bible Is Seen 





Some Presbyterian Mistakes 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

Lying before me are four issues of THE 
OvuTLooK. Three are open at study units 
of The Servant Lord and His Servant 
People. The fourth is opened to an article 
entitled “Bible Presbyterians Call for De- 
fection of Southern Pastors” (Nov. 24, 
1958). These articles are indicative of 
the situation of the worldwide Presbyte- 
rian Church. On the one hand is the 
church searching for God’s truth as he 
reveals himself in our contemporary life. 
On the other hand is a segment of the 
church declaring, in effect, that his reve- 
lation has ceased with the Presbyterian 
Standards. One is trying to live a Chris- 
tian life in the present-day world; the 
other is trying to live a creedal life in 
the past. 

The mistake that the Bible Presbyte- 
rians and some “Southern” Presbyterians 
make is: First, that the creeds and the 
Bible are on the same level and have the 
same authority. Second, that the creeds 
cannot be in error. Third, that, since 
they do not err, they do not need chang- 
ing. 

They lament the fact that the church 
no longer teaches “double predestination” 
and fall back upon the standards for 
authority rather than the Scriptures 
themselves. They acuse the church of 
becoming “modernized” while remaining 
ignorant of the fact that the church ex- 
ists in a modern world, and they reside 
in an archaic one. While we admit that 
the ancient gospel is relevant to the mod- 
ern world, we insist that this can be true 
only if it is continually interpreted in 
light of present knowledge and present 
situations. When any group or church 
begins to proclaim that they only have 
the truth, they run the risk of becoming 
irrelevant. 

Before some become convinced that I 
do not believe in the creeds, let me say 
that I am a firm believer in our standards 
as they are interpreted by the Bible. Study 
Unit Two of “The Servant Lord and His 
Servant People” puts this in clear terms: 


“There is, therefore, great value in 
our creeds and confessions of faith, as 
long as they are allowed to serve God 
rather than rule us. But theology is 
misused when we forget that Christ 
is our Lord and not the things we say 
about him. When theology becomes an 
end in itself, we cannot live with it. 
When theology truly serves as a con- 
fession of Christ, we cannot do without 
it.” (January 19) 


These articles before me are not only 
indicative of the situation of our church, 
but also of the nation and the world. 
While the churches and governments are 
trying to bring harmony to the world, 
there are those who decry their efforts 
with labels such as “liberalism” and com- 
munism.” We have often been misled as 
a church and a nation by thinking that 
God has chosen no one but us. We con- 
demn the person who is not a “true be- 
liever,” i.e., “does not believe as I do,” 
or we foolishly say that “God will not let 
America be destroyed.” In saying these 
things we interpret the Bible narrowly 
and close our eyes to the facts of current 
events. 

This is the cancer of America and 


American churches. The Bible is inter- 
preted the way we want it to be inter- 
preted rather than letting it speak for 
itself. Because we want it to, it teaches 
us segregation, protection from enemies, 
and the downfall of all who disagree with 
us. We as Christians and as a nation 
are ignorant of current events because we 
had rather argue about “how many angels 
can stand on the point of a needle” than 
be concerned about what Christianity has 
to say about the Berlin crisis. 

We have taken Christianity out of the 
context of everyday life and placed it into 
the narrow context of our own selfish 
bickering. It may be that within a few 
months we will have the context of life 
forced upon us in such a cruel way that 
we cannot escape it. Then all of our petty 
arguments, condemnations, and section- 
alisms will fade into nothingless as we 
attempt to make our faith live in this 
damnable situation. The nation and the 
world are asking: “Will we be prepared 
to face this task?” The more important 
question for us is: “Will the church for- 
get its pride and prepare itself and its 
people to meet this most difficult task?” 

JacK WILHELM, Class of ’59. 
Louisville Presbyterian Seminary, 
Louisville, Ky. 


No Protestant Dictation 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

It has been my belief and understanding 
that Protestantism refrains from trying to 
dictate a moral or social conscience for 
its members. Certainly human psychology 
teaches that there is resistance to such 
an approach. There seem to be too many 
in the official family of Presbyterianism 
today who in their desire to be liberal or 
broad-minded in their approach to social 
problems are becoming very narrow- 
minded in their approach to the views of 
those who differ with their point of view. 

Harry W. SELDEN. 
Ellerson, Va. 

NOTE—Mr. Selden hopes that Outlook 
readers will respond, particularly in op- 
position, to his view.—Editors. 


Garrett Opportunity 
To THE OUTLOOK: 

The 1959 School for Rural Leaders at 
Garrett Biblical Seminary, Evanston, Illi- 
nois, will be held June 22-July 24. 

This interdenominational school is on 
graduate level, with a college degree as a 
minimum requirement for admission. The 
curricula is based on the assumption that 
those who attend will also have had sem- 
inary training. Three courses will be of- 
fered: 

Agricultural Economics for the Rural 

Minister 

Group Leadership in Rural Life 

The Program on the Rural Church 

Dr. Rockwell Smith, director of the 
school, is offering two scholarships cover- 
ing tuition and room rent to the Presby- 
terian Church, U.S. He has requested me 
to obtain two pastors from our church. 
Any interested pastor serving our town 
and country churches should write to me 
about this. 

JAMES M. Carr, Secretary, 

Town and Country Church Dept. 
341-B Ponce de Leon Ave., N.E., 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 


In Style 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have been very much interested in 
THE OUTLOOK’s discussion of the matter 
of honorary degrees (Feb. 16). Here igs 
an incident that may be interesting in 
connection with the whole matter. 

One day last week, while I was out 
visiting, my wife answered the telephone, 
and the caller asked for the pastor. On 
being told that I was not at home he told 
her that she might answer his question. 
He had received an honorary D.D. degree 
in the course of the week, and wanted to 
know the proper method of printing his 
new degree on his stationery. “Should it 
be prameed “De.. .......« . DD’ of Tn. 
sien isin , D.D.’” he asked. Upon being told 
that the latter form was correct, he re- 
sponded: “Thank you, Mrs. McCain; I 
just wanted to see that it was did right!” 

I thought this matter revealed some- 
thing. 

J. HERNDON McCarn. 
Birmingham, Ala. 


General Assembly 
Commissioners (U. S.) 


SYNOD OF FLORIDA 

Everglades—(M)* D. Clyde Bartges, 
Coral Gables; Joseph A. Scharer, Ft. Lau- 
derdale; Ronald S. Wilson, J. Calvin Rose, 
(E)* Armlon Leonard, Miami; Ralph D. 
Noble, Key West; Robert Warren, Hialeah; 
Herbert E. Behrens, Ft. Lauderdale. 

Florida—(M) Gordon E. Jowers, Panama 
City; Bruce H. Wideman, Warrington; 
James M. McChesney, Jr., (E) W. L. 
Holmes, W. E. Cater, Pensacola; Adrian 
Newcomer, Ft. Walton Beach. 

St. Johns—(M) Thomas H. Makin, Or- 
lando; George C. Stulting, Sebring; Oswald 
Delgado, (E) Calvin Parks, Winter Park; 
F. D. Yancey, Umatilla; George Touhy, 
Sanford. 

Suwannee—(M) G. Otto Lantz, Dunellon; 
Stephen T. Harvin, J. W. Stonebraker, D. 
Douglas Wilkinson, (E) C. C. Howell, Jr., 
Howard C. Kaufold, Charles Mann, Jack- 
sonville; Fairfax Montague, Palatka. 

Westminster—(M) Joseph G. Hutchin- 
son, St. Petersburg; J. Moody McNair, Sa- 
rasota; E. S. Campbell, J. B. Dickson, Jack 
E. Fisher, John W. Largent, Jr., (E) Felix 
T. Haynes, Tampa; Donald Turner, Thomas 
Brackett, Sarasota; Roy Meador, Charles 
E. Jackson, Clearwater; Charles S. Ash- 
brook, Dade City. 


SYNOD OF SOUTH CAROLINA 

Bethel—(M) A. N. Littlejohn, Clover; 
J. E. Wayland, Ft. Mill; Julian T. Owen, 
(E) J. W. McAlpine Lancaster; Roy L. 
Simpson, Waxhaw; John M. Graves, Ker- 
shaw. 

Charleston—(M) T. W. Horton, Jr., Mt. 
Pleasant; Wayne R. Aughinbaugh, Charle- 
ston; (E) W. M. Bonner, Monck’s Corner; 
G. M. Truluck, Orangeburg. 

Congaree—(M) Julian F. Craig, Jr., Sa- 
luda; W. T. King, Bethune; John B. Prid- 
gen, Jr., N. Augusta; (E) Robert L. Scar- 
borough, Eastover; Dave Pennington, Co- 
lumbia; W. R. Ogburn, Lugoff. 

Enoree—(M) E. Gil Clary, Jr., Spartan- 
burg; Ben L. Collins, Woodruff; Joseph M. 
Gettys, Clinton; (E) J. W. Green, Union; 
H. Emel Langston, Taylors; Harold E. 
Thompson, Greenville. 

Harmony—(M) P. H. Biddle, Sr., Os- 
wego; Cameron D. L. Mosser, Manning; 
(E) J. M. Cooper, Sr., Mayesville; Fred E. 
Brogden, Sumter. 

Pee Dee—(M) W. D. Arnold, Loris; J. 
Witherspoon Dunlap, Darlington; (E) Gen. 
John C. Henagan, Dillon; F. S. Douglass, 
Chesterfield. 

Piedmont—(M) Charles E. Raynal, Jr., 
Clemson; Fred L. Bremer, (E) Lloyd May- 
er, Anderson; Wesley Cochran, Westmin- 
ster. 

South Carolina—(M) M. A. Macdonald. 
Clinton; R. L. Alexander, Greenwood; (E) 
J. H. Simpson, Sr., Whitmire; W. Fred 
Irwin, Laurens. 








*(M)—Ministers; *(E)—Elders. Where 
no city follows a commissioner’s name, his 
home town is the next one listed. 
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NEWS ROUND-UP 


THE New York State Council of 
Churches has declared that many news- 
papers would become “thoroughly irre- 
sponsible” if reporters are granted im- 
munity from prosecution for refusing 
to identify news sources. The group said 
that legislative measures under discus- 
sion would “entitle the press to perpe- 
trate libel freely.”. TRUSTEES OF 
Southern Baptist Theological Seminary 
in Louisville, where 13 professors were 
dismissed last June, have called an “ex- 
traordinary session” March 30 for all 
persons involved in the school’s contro- 
versy to effect a reconciliation ‘‘within 
the total seminary family.”. . . PRest- 
DENTS OF THE 32 synods of the United 
Lutheran Church in America have unani- 
mously approved a statement endorsing 
the principle that clergymen must not be 
compelled to disclose “‘confidences” told 
them in their pastoral work by parish- 
ioners. . . . / A pRroposAL that all congre- 
gations of The Methodist Church in this 
country and abroad be required to es- 
tablish social action committees has been 
approved by the denomination’s Inter- 
board Commission on Christian Social 
Relations. . . . FACULTY MEMBERS of 
Wake Forest College, Winston-Salem, 
N. C., have unanimously adopted a reso- 
lution opposing a request by the North 
Carolina Baptist State Convention for 
more voice in and control of that college. 
A Roman CaTHotic priest-writer, Mark 
Hurley, who writes a column in The 
Monitor, archdiocesan weekly of San 
Francisco, has sharply criticized Sen. 
John Kennedy (D.-Mass.) for recent 
statements attributed to him on church- 
state relations, saying, “Every Catholic 
is being compromised and humiliated” 
by the Senator’s statements. . .. METHOD- 
IST LEADERS in television, radio and film 
production are calling for enlarged sup- 
port of this program saying, “It is time 
we Methodists really awakened to the 
realization that nothing less than $1,000,- 
000 annually will supply the need.” . . . 
It Is EXPECTED that compulsory chapel 
services, provided for many years at 
Brown University, Providence, R. I., will 
come to an end with the inauguration of 
voluntary worship in the renovated Up- 
per Manning Hall. . . . In Sroutr, Ko- 
REA, although Christians number only 
6% of the entire country’s population, 
38% of 5,000 radio families surveyed 
answered “Christian” when asked their 
religious affiliation. Buddhism was next 





Moderator Calls for 
Work on Frontiers 


CHICAGO (RNS)—Although the church 
has done much to advance Christianity 
throughout the world, it has gained only 
a “beachhead” in most countries, the 
moderator of the General Assembly of 
the United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
said here. 

Theophilus M. Taylor of Pittsburgh, 
Pa., told some 350 national church lead- 
ers at a moderator’s conference, that even 
in this country, only a “bare majority” 
of people are in any sense related to the 
Christian Church. 

“We are in a position where we must 
consolidate our outpost beachheads, pre- 
paratory to driving inland,” he declared. 
“This is as true in the U.S. as it is in 
other countries.” 

“The place of the church is on the 
frontiers, whether they be geographical, 
as many of them still are, or psycho- 
logical, scientific, or intellectual,” the 
moderator continued. ‘We also have 
a responsibility to be on the frontier of 
service as this new knowledge comes into 
being and is used by people.” 

Stressing that geographical frontiers 
are changing, Dr. Taylor said that in 
many cases what had once been Chris- 
tian territory is again becoming a fron- 
tier for the church, “as in the inner city 
or the open countryside.” 

“The great masses of people left in 
the city are not being served because in 
too many instances we have moved our 
churches to more pleasant areas and have 
not left any kind of ministry behind,” 
he said. 

In too many cases, he added, the 
church also has left the country with the 
result that many rural communities are 
becoming lost to Christianity. 





with 13%. Forty-four per cent claimed 
no religious affiliation. . . . IN BErRvT, 
LEBANON, sermons will no longer be 
broadcast by the Beirut Radio from 
churches and mosques, according to a 
recent government statement. It said the 
measure was taken because of recent in- 
stances in which sermons were preached 
that were hostile to the government... . 
WiapysLtaw GOMULKA, head of the Po- 
lish Communist government, has warned 
that the Roman Catholic Church in Po- 
land must restrict itself to “matters of 
religion” and cease ‘“‘provoking the gov- 
ernment” by “interfering in political 
matters.” 


Men in Chicago Meeting 
Face “‘Red China” Issue 


CHICAGO (RNS)—Some 3,000 Presby- 
terian laymen here heard one speaker 
attack and another defend a proposal 
made by a church-sponsored meeting last 
November in Cleveland that the U.S. and 
the United Nations recognize Communist 
China. 

President Will W. Orr of Westminster 
College, New Wilmington, Pa., called 
on the laymen to repudiate the recom- 
mendation which was included in a for- 
eign affairs message issued by the Fifth 
World Order Study Conference. 

Defending the church’s right to speak 
on controversial issues, Eugene Carson 
Blake of Philadelphia, stated clerk of 
the General Assembly of the United Pres- 
byterian Church, USA, asked the dele- 
gates to study the Cleveland message for 
themselves and not accept at face value 
any “distortions” of the statement made 
by opposing groups. 

The speakers addressed different ses- 
sions of the three-day annual meeting 
of the National Council of United Pres- 
byterian Men. Representing 3,300 local 
chapters with some 400,000 members, 
the council is the laymen’s organization 
of the United Presbyterian Church. 

Although the Cleveland conference was 
sponsored by the National Council of 
Churches’ Department of International 
Affairs, its message did not constitute 
an official policy statement by the coun- 
cil. The Red China proposal has stirred 
up a great deal of pro and con discus- 
sion among church groups and prominent 
clergymen. 

Taking issue with the message, Dr. 
Orr said he found himself “sick at heart 
at some of the statements made by prom- 
inent churchmen regarding what should 
be our country’s relationship to Commu- 
nism.” 


Blake Reply 


Dr. Blake, in reply, noted that the 
message was addressed to Christian lay- 
men as well as to churches and that two- 
thirds of the delegates at the conference 
were laymen. 

He urged his listeners to keep in mind 
that the “present political stalemate in 
Asia is, month by month, making de- 
mocracy weaker—not stronger—in East 
and Southeast Asia.” 

“T would remind you,” Dr. Blake said, 
“that one of the results of the present 
policy is that during the last six months, 
repressions and persecutions of the 








Christian churches in China have in- 
creased in scope and severity. 

“T say this, not to persuade you: that 
the Cleveland conference was right in 
its political judgment, but that you will 
by your thinking on foreign policy, based 
on your Christian faith, help develop a 
better and successful foreign policy than 
present public opinion apparently will 
allow.” (Editorial, page 8) 

J. Walter Juckett of Hudson Falls, 
N.Y., an industrialist, was installed 
president of the laymen’s group. He suc- 
ceeds Lloyd Collins of Detroit. Other 
officers include Van M. Logan of New 
York, secretary; and Paul M. Washing- 
ton of Oklahoma City, treasurer. 


OVERTURES 


Among the overtures addressed to the 
Atlanta Assembly, of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., this year are the following 
whose substance is here summarized: 

Doctrinal Standards. Preparation of 
a complete statement of the Reformed 
faith in harmony with the Westminster 
Confession is requested by Brazos and 
St. Louis Presbyteries. 

Reaffirmation. Meridian Presbytery 
(Miss.) urges the Assembly to reaffirm 
its adherence to the system of doctrine 
in the church’s standards in view of state- 
ment made in the last Assembly “that 
have been openly critical” of the present 
standards. 

Revision. Charleston Presbytery (S. 
C.) requests an Assembly committee to 
clarify Paragraph 3, 4 and 7 of Chapter 
III of the Confession of Faith and to 
recommend a revision of these para- 
graphs. (These have to do with what 
is called double predestination.) 

Infant Baptism. Upper Missouri 
Presbytery asks clarification of various 
phases of infant baptism: Is the word 
“christening” appropriate? What about 
god-parents, the Session’s relation to in= 
fant baptism, the baptism of children 
of non-Presbyterian parents, etc. ? 

Candidates. Mecklenburg Presby- 
tery (N. C.) requests that candidates for 
ordination be examined on their views 
of theology as well as their knowledge. 

Church Officers. Northeast Texas 
Presbytery asks that the term of office 
of elders and deacons reaching seventy 
be terminated and that they be eligible 
for re-election one year at a time not 
to exceed five terms. 

Church Vocations. Winchester Pres- 
bytery (Va.) requests a chapter in the 
Book of Church Order dealing with can- 
didates for church vocations, establish- 
ing their status and relationships. 

Commissions. Lexington Presbytery 
(Va.) asks the Assembly to decline to 
enact into law chapters in the revised 
Book of Church Order dealing with com- 
missions, that the matter be re-studied 
and made to conform with the earlier 
proposal of the Assembly’s ad interim 
committee. Hanover Presbytery (Va.) 


4 





asks the Assembly not to approve the 
revised Book of Church Order at the 
present time so that it may “be put in 
the best possible form before its final 
enactment.” It says, “The delay of an- 
other year, or even two years, will not 
work any hardship on the church.” 

Remarriage of Divorcees. North- 
east Texas Presbytery requests that 
Chapter 26 of the Book of Church Order 
be re-studied and that a new paragraph 
be submitted on the question of the re- 
marriage of divorcees. 


Reports, John Knox Presbytery (Tex- 
as) asks the Assembly to instruct boards 
and agencies to cease requesting reports 
from organizations within the churches, 
to enlarge the scope of the annual statis- 
tical report so as to secure all necessary 
information, and to make such requests 
through the session. 

Election of Officers. New Orleans 
Presbytery requests that plans be outlined 
for voluntary adoption in the churches 
whereby “efficient and best practices and 
procedures for selection and nomination 
of elders and deacons” may be followed. 


Fund Raising. Southwest Oklahoma 
Presbytery asks the Assembly to provide 
professional direction for local fund rais- 
ing campaigns. 

Merger. John Knox Presbytery (Tex- 
as) requests consolidation of Presbyterian 
Survey, Presbyterian Action and Presby- 
terian Women. 

Church Year. Kanawha Presbytery 
(W. Va.) asks that a church year be 
established not to coincide with the cal- 
endar year. 

Centennial. Enoree Presbytery (S.C.) 
asks that the centennial year (1961) be 
given a major World Missions emphasis. 

World Missions. Concord Presbytery 
(N. C.) requests a special campaign for 
capital funds for World Missions. 

Women’s Work. John Knox Presby- 
tery (Texas) asks that Women’s Work 
be combined with the Board of Christian 
Education as is the case with Men’s 
Work and Youth Work. 

Cleveland Conference. Rejection of 
the recommendation of the Fifth World 
Order Study Conference held in Cleve- 
land regarding the admission of Red 
China to the United Nations and recog- 
nition by the U. S. Government is asked 
by Abingdon (Appalachia), Mississippi, 
Indian (Okla.), Augusta-Macon (Ga.), 
Louisiana, Meridian (Miss.) and Con- 
garee (S. C.) Presbyteries. 

National Council. On the basis of 
the recommendations of the Cleveland 
Fifth World Order Study Conference, 
withdrawal of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., from the National Council is 
requested by Congaree Presbytery (S.C.), 
Central Mississippi, Charleston (S.C.), 
Knoxville (Appalachia). 

Roman Catholic Policy. Concord 
Presbytery (N. C.) asks an expression of 
disapproval of the Roman Catholic prin- 
ciple of union of church and state, the 


warning of young people against mar- 
riages with Roman Catholics and a 
warning against “the dangers which a 
Roman Catholic government would pose 
to the American nation.” 

Christians and War. Potomac Pres- 
bytery (Va.) requests a study committee 
to deal with the Christian’s attitude to 
participation in war, with special refer- 
ence to modern methods of mass destruc- 
tion. 

Capital Punishment. Brazos Pres- 
bytery (Texas) requests a study of the 
Christian attitude toward capital punish- 
ment. 


John Ramsay Reports 
On Korean Situation 


SEOUL, Korea (RNS)—John G. Ram- 
say of Washington, D.C., a prominent 
Protestant layman and labor leader, said 
here after a month-long tour of Korea 
that he was much impressed by the 
“eagerness to learn and openmindedness” 
of Korean industrial employers. 

Sent to Korea by the Commission on 
Ecumenical Mission and Relations of 
the United Presbyterian Church, USA, 
Mr. Ramsay visited factories and con- 
ferred with union officials, pastors, lay- 
men and missionaries to “create an at- 
mosphere in which industrial evange- 
lism may develop.” 

International representative for com- 
munity relations of United Steelworkers 
of America, AFL-CIO, Mr. Ramsay 
spoke here at the weekly prayer break- 
fast of the International Christian Lead- 
ership Organization. 

The group was told that Mr. Ramsay’s 
visit had greatly encouraged the work 
of the committee for Industrial Evan- 
gelism of the General Assembly of the 
Presbyterian Church in Korea. Local 
committees have been formed by the 
church in all major industrial areas. 





What Possibilities This Suggests! 
Tight-Wire Baptism 

Paris (RNS)—Several French Roman 
Catholic newspapers criticized as “un- 
dignified” a baptism performed on a 
circus tight-rope before a crowd of 4,000 
persons at Saint Jean d’Angelly in south- 
western France. 

Sonia Dolnay, eight-month-old daugh- 
ter of the manager of a team of circus 
performers was baptized on a tight rope 
90 feet above the ground in the church 
square. 

The baby was strapped to her god- 
father’s chest and he and the godmother 
took their places on the wire. The priest 
who performed the baptism meanwhile 
was raised on a fire ladder to the level of 
the wire. 

The godfather and godmother, Roland 
Schmidt and Francine Pary had broken 
the world’s tight-rope walking record a 
few days before by remaining on it for 
38 hours. 





THE PRESBYTERIAN OUTLOOK 





mar- 
da 
ch a 


res- 
ittee 
e to 
>fer- 
Tuc- 


res- 
the 
ish- 


am- 
nent 
said 
orea 

the 


1 on 
> of 


con- 
lay- 

at- 
nge- 


man 
‘un- 
n a 
,000 
uth- 


igh- 
rcus 


rope 
urch 


zod- 
ther 
riest 
hile 
=] of 


land 
ken 


for 


OK 





Recent Discoveries of Jesus Words 


EVER BEFORE in such a short 

time have so many important dis- 
coveries for the study of the Bible been 
made as in the last 10 years. The dis- 
covery of the Dead Sea Scrolls pertain- 
ing to a Jewish sect at Qumran has been 
made known to the general public 
through a veritable flood of publications 
and lectures. On the other hand, the dis- 
coveries that were made in upper Egypt 
at the same time, in 1946 and the follow- 
ing years, are much less well known. 
And yet the document from these dis- 
coveries about which we shall speak this 
evening is in a more direct way a matter 
of consideration for the New Testament 
than the Dead Sea Scrolls. To be sure, 
we do not want to fall into any sensa- 
tionalism. When it first became known 
in America through an indiscretion that 
words of Jesus had been found, the news- 
papers, without knowing anything further 
than that, spoke of a fifth gospel. Such 
a statement is insofar completely false, 
in that we have had for a long time 
apocryphal gospels, and not just one, but 
a great number. And we also know that 
none of these gospels can be put on the 
same level as our four canonic gospels. 


More Important 


At the same time, I would like to re- 
mark at the very beginning that the doc- 
ument is much more important than all 
the other apocryphal gospels, in that it 
contains a large number of words of 
Jesus which could be as old as the ma- 
terial in the canonic gospels. 

The document is only a small portion 
from the discoveries which have been 
made in upper Egypt since the war. A 
complete gnostic library has been found, 
containing 44 treatises in the coptic lan- 
guage; these 44 treatises are divided 
among 13 papyrus books. They are not 
papyrus scrolls, but what are called 
codices, real books bound in leather. The 
story of their discovery is rather com- 
plicated, and I shall give you only the 
most important facts. In 1947 the then 
director of the Coptic Museum showed a 
thick manuscript, one of the papyrus 
books, to the French scholar Jean Do- 
resse. He had received it from a mer- 
chant, and now both tried to get to the 
root of the matter, to find out from where 
the papyrus came. After much searching, 
they discovered that many other papyrus 
books had been found at the same place 
and had come into the hands of the mer- 
chant. Doresse and his colleagues finally 
established that peasants in upper Egypt, 
about 60 miles from Luxor, had found 
a jar containing these papyrus books in 
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1945 or 1946 near the village Kheno- 
boskion in the district Nag Hamadi. The 
jar was standing in one of the old tombs 
that had been cut out of the limestone 
cliffs, where the peasants collect fer- 
tilizer. It is said that they lit a fire with 
one of the books to heat their tea and 
that they sold the others very cheaply. 
After many difficulties, it was possible 
to buy up everything which could be 
found for the Coptic Museum. Before 
the complete collection had been assem- 
bled in the Coptic Museum, one of the 
manuscripts had been sold to the Jung- 
Institute in Ziirich. All the rest are in 
Cairo, but photographs of the texts are 
available also outside of Egypt. 


Greek Origins 


The coptic manuscripts that we have 
were written in about the third or fourth 
century, but they surely go back to Greek 
originals which are much older—some 
parts probably from the first half of the 
second century. They prove how wide- 
spread already Gnosticism must have 
been in Egypt. This movement is un- 
doubtedly as old as Christianity itself. 
Roughly, it is a question of the attempt 
to include Christianity in a speculative 
philosophic synthesis of religion, philoso- 
phy, ascetic ethics, and various mystic 
rituals. In this synthesis the Bible is so 
misinterpreted, partly through the use of 
various oriental myths, that the great 
Christian truths of the history of salva- 
tion appear only as the outer dress for 
something completely different. Chris- 
tianity is just one element among many 
others. Such movements and attempts 
exist even today, not only in societies 
which are more or less closely connected 
with Christianity, but even in some the- 
ologies. We have no trustworthy sources 
on the beginning of Christianity in Egypt, 
but it is probable that it was from the 
very beginning more or less gnostic. 
Judaism too had taken on a speculative 
character there. 

It would be tempting to speak about 
this whole gnostic collection, for it shows 
us just how great the danger for Chris- 
tianity was of being swallowed up by this 
movement. We are able to understand 
better the battle of the church fathers 
against this heresy. Until the present 
we knew the teachings of the gnostics 
primarily only from the opposition of 
the church fathers, especially Irenaeus. 
For the church had destroyed their orig- 
inal works wherever it could. 

But however tempting it might be, we 
cannot discuss the collection as a whole 
any longer; we shall speak rather of one 
of the documents contained therein: the 
collection of the logia of Jesus. This is 
surely the most important part of the 


whole discovery, and it will undoubtedly 
occupy New Testament scholars, espe- 
cially those interested in the gospels, for 
decades. 


More Anticipated 


It is now to be expected that there will 
be a whole flood of writings. It will 
perhaps be even worse than was the case 
with the Dead Sea Scrolls! I myself 
was initiated into the secret at the very 
beginning by my colleague Professor 
Puech, who found and identified this 
document among the rest of the gnostic 
collection. Since 1956 I have been in 
possession of the text, and I have had 
permission to deal with the logia in small 
groups of advanced students in Basel 
and Paris. 

The document calls itself in the title 
the Gospel of Thomas. However it is 
actually not a gospel, but a collection of 
words of Jesus without a narrative frame- 
work, Already this fact makes it non- 
sense to speak of a gospel like our four 
gospels, for which it is characteristic to 
combine the words of Jesus with narra- 
tive. One hundred fourteen sayings of 
Jesus are simply strung one after another 
with no more connection than the simple 
formula: ‘Jesus said,” “Jesus said.” 
The order is based on such external con- 
siderations as catch-words without any 
essential bearing. Until now we had 
only known 14 of these sayings, and now 
we have suddenly the complete collection. 

The basis of our new Gospel of Thom- 
as is such a collection of sayings of 
Jesus, which must be very closely related 
to that used by our canonic gospels. It 
includes four kinds of sayings: 1) those 
which are word for word the same as in 
our gospels, 2) those which provide in- 
dependent variants to the sayings in our 
gospels, 3) those which are not found in 
our gospels in any form, but which were 
known from citations in the church fa- 
thers, and 4) those which were formerly 
completely unknown. A great number of 
the sayings in the basis of our collection 
can be found word for word in the 
canonic gospels, such as the saying about 
the mote and the beam, the blind man 
leading the blind, that which is hidden 
and must be revealed, the prophet who 
is not acceptable in his own country, he 
who has and he who has not, hating 
father and mother in order to follow 
Jesus, and such beatitudes as that of 
the poor to whom the kingdom of heaven 
will belong. There are also many parables 
which we know from our gospels: the 
sower, the thief in the night, the tares, 
the mustard seed, the marriage feast, the 
wicked tenants, the pearl, the hidden 
treasure. Especially important for the 
interpretation of our gospels are how- 
ever those sayings of Jesus which we 
know from the canonic gospels, but which 
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appear in the newly found collection in 
a variant form. The variants are sim- 
ilar to those which we can see between 
Matthew, Luke, and Mark, so that the 
new variants seem to be sometimes sec- 
ondary, and sometimes more original. 
No Parallels 

There is also a whole series of such 
sayings and parables in the new collec- 
tion that have no parallels in our gospels. 
A few were already known to the church 
fathers as sayings of Jesus, as for ex- 
ample: “Jesus said: He who is near 
me is near the fire, and he who is far 
from me is far from the kingdom.” This 
was cited by Origen as a word of Jesus. 
(Hom. Jer. 20.3) Or this one: “Split 
a piece of wood—I am there; lift the 
stone and you will find me there.” 

There are further sayings which have 
been until now completely unknown. I 
shall quote just a few of them. There are 
truly some pearls among them. “Jesus 
said: If those who lead you say to you: 
Behold, the kingdom is in heaven, then 
the birds of heaven will precede you; if 
they say to you that it is in the sea, then 
the fish will precede you. But the king- 
dom is within you and it is outside of 
you.” 

Or a saying about circumcision, which 
reminds us of certain sayings of Jesus 
about the Sabbath: “His disciples said 
to him: Is circumcision useful or not? 
He said to them: If it had been useful, 
their father would have begotten them 
circumcised from their mother on; but 
the true circumcision in spirit is alone 
completely advantageous.” 

There are also unknown parables in 
the collection: ‘Mary said to Jesus: 
Whom are your disciples like? He said, 
They are like small children who have 
settled in a field which is not theirs. 
When the owners of the field come, they 
will say: Leave our field to us. They 
are completely naked in their presence, 
and so they will leave it to them and give 
them their field.” “Jesus said: Woe to 
them, the Pharisees, for they are like a 
dog lying in the manger of the cattle, for 
he neither eats, nor does he let the cattle 
eat.” “Jesus said: The kingdom of the 
Father is like a man who wanted to kill 
an important person; he drew his sword 
in his house, he pierced it through the 
wall to see if his hand would be steady; 
then he killed the important person.” 

I am at present preparing an explana- 
tion of each of the newly-found sayings. 
The oldest elements are extremely im- 
portant for the interpretation of our 
canonic gospels. We have seen that the 
basis of our collection is very probably 
an older collection of the savings of 
Jesus from the first years after the cruci- 
fixion, a collection which is similar to 
the one Matthew and Luke knew. Mark 
probably knew a collection which was 
very similar to the one we have. Finally, 
it must be mentioned that our collection 
is also very important in cases where the 
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manuscripts of our gospels are at vari- 
ance with one another. 


Canon Question 

Have these newly found texts reopened 
the question of the canon? No, we have 
seen that the collection as a whole (with 
its title: The Gospel of Thomas), was 
rightly not included in the New Testa- 
ment. It includes in its present form ob- 
viously gnostic material. At least half 
originated in the middle of the second 
century, and the reviser of the present 
form was a gnostic from that time, who 
put the collection under the authority of 
the Apostle Thomas. 

As far as writings as a whole are con- 
cerned, our four canonic gospels are the 
only ones on which we can rely. They 
remain the criterion. Again and again 
we must marvel at the fact that from the 
large number of primitive Christian writ- 
ings only those were accepted as canonic 
which really came from the oldest time 
and which were free from heretical ten- 
dencies. In the language of theology we 
must say that the Holy Spirit has been 
actually at work in the formation of the 
canon. Our new discovery is a further 
proof of this. 

On the other hand it is possible for 
previously known and yet genuine say- 
ings of Jesus to be found in other docu- 
ments which are not in the canon, say- 
ings which, even when they bring no 
fundamentally new revelation, are ca- 
pable of enriching and furthering our 
understanding of the canonic gospels. 
And therefore we are grateful for this 
new discovery. 


Cullmann Suggests Steps 
Toward R. C. Accord 

New York (RNS)—A step toward 
Christian unity between Protestants and 
Roman Catholics, in the form of re- 
ciprocal offerings for the needy, was pro- 
posed by a noted French theologian here. 

Oscar Cullmann, visiting professor at 
Union Theological Seminary in New 
York, said such offerings are already be- 
ing taken in some of the great centers 
of Europe with the knowledge and even 
the encouragement of officials of the re- 
spective churches. 

A former professor of New Testament 
and Early Church History in French and 
Swiss universities, Dr. Cullmann indi- 
cated that this gesture might improve re- 
lations between Protestants and Catholics 
in the United States. “It would be a 
great accomplishment,” he noted, “if we 
could reach the certainty that, in spite 
of everything which separates us as 
Catholics and Protestants, the Holy 
Spirit does not cease to move us towards 
unity.” 

Complete unity between the two faiths, 
he added, cannot at present be realized 
without the disappearance of one or the 
other in the process. “We must face up 


to this painful situation,” he said. “It 


does not help to have illusions at this 
point.” 

On the other hand, Dr. Cullmann said, 
New Testament teaching affirms that the 
Body of Christ is one and that it cannot 
be the will of God to have several church- 
es which exclude rather than complete 
one another. “What shall we do in this 
dilemma?” he asked. “We do not know 
which way God will lead us in order to 
realize the unity of his church. We have, 
however, an immediate ecumenical duty 
to fulfill, a duty to try to come together 
now, without waiting for the end of the 
discussion.” 


FROM MY 
STUDY WINDOW 


By W. B. J. MARTIN 


MONDAY e¢ Not long ago I heard Dr. 
Alan Watts speak to a large and enthu- 
siastic student audience on the subject 
of Zen Buddhism. Dr. Watts used to be 
an Episcopal clergyman but has left the 
church to devote himself to writing and 
lecturing on Zen. He was asked what 
he thought about the future of religion 
in America. He disclaimed the role of 
prophet, but threw out the suggestion 
that in sixty years time there would be 
only two religions in these States—Ro- 
man Catholicism and Buddhism. Did he 
mean, I wonder, that in the coming hard 
times only the extremes will stand? That 
the future lies with the most authori- 
tarian and the least authoritarian types 
of faith, and that all the fussy in-between 
mixtures will fall away? 


TUESDAY e@ At any rate it was a 
change from the conventional, “I enjoyed 
your sermon, Doctor.” After I had spoken 
tonight at a Lenten service, a lady rushed 
up and said, “What pretty hands you 
have!” But from now on I am going to 
be self-conscious about my gestures. 


WEDNESDAY e¢ Confession is good for 
the soul, they say. The Bible goes a step 
further: it is good for the body also. Dr. 
James Moffatt brings this out vividly in 
his translation of Psalm 32. ‘So long as 
I refused to own my guilt, I moaned un- 
ceasingly, life ebbed away; my body 
dried up as in summer heat.” I used 
this text last Sunday for my sermon on 
“A Protestant View of Confession,” after 
which several people sought an interview 
with me. 


THURSDAY e [ have been thinking a 
great deal lately about Bishop Stephen 
Neill’s remarks that every man needs 
to be converted three times—to Christ, 
to the church, and to the world. A less 
provocative way of putting this is to say 
that there are three stages in a complete 
conversion, and that very few of us are 
completely converted. Individual com- 
mitment and piety is as far as some 
people get, they never take the church 
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really seriously. But if they do, how 
great is the temptation to withdraw from 
the world! A fully committed Christian 
is committed to the world in its need. 
I think that some modern laymen are 
beginning to realize the implications of 
this. 


FRIDAY @ “When I was at Dart- 
mouth,” writes a New Yorker correspon- 
dent, “Eddie Shevlin was the Boxer in 
Residence; they have a Poet now—the 
place has changed.” Discussing Shevlin’s 
teaching methods, he goes on to say that 
he would pair the new fellows off and 
let them bat each other around for a few 
full rounds before he offered any sug- 
gestions. ‘You can’t learn anything 
until you are tired,” he would say. “A 
young fellow bursting with energy . 
won’t bother to learn economy of mo- 
tion.” It is when the breath comes hard 
and the arms hang heavy that the intel- 
lect becomes receptive and perceptive. 
Shevlin’s Law, as he calls it, is appli- 


A continuing discussion 


cable to more than the boxing ring! 


SATURDAY @ Now that I have come 
to the end of a very heavy Lenten sched- 
ule, in which I have taken part in nine 
Lenten School programs, I am impressed 
by the lively and imaginative way in 
which many churches use the opportunity 
afforded by Lent to educate and draw 
together their members. Now that the 
old week-night service has almost dis- 
appeared from our churches, Lent offers 
a splendid opportunity for intimate fel- 
lowship in Bible study and prayer. 


SUNDAY e Isaiah’s words, “He that 
believeth shall not make haste,” were 
never more relevant than they are today. 
In my sermon this morning I linked them 
up with another prophetic word, “They 
go from mountain to hill; they have for- 
gotten their resting places” (Jeremiah), 
and I believe that the words themselves 
were a rebuke and an inspiration to my 
hurrying and busy congregation. They 
certainly were to me! 


ON THE FUTURE LIFE 


So much interest was stimulated in the recent discussions in these 
columns about the salvation of the Jews and related topics that it 
seems appropriate to provide additional materials—from the Draft 
Catechism of the Church of Scotland which is distributed in this 
country by The Presbyterian Outlook. Beginning in the February 23 
issue, we are following the discussion from the section, ‘“Teaching on 
the Future.’’ Other installments appeared March 2 and 16.—Editors. 


In coming weeks, this question: 

— What happens to those who re- 

ject the Christian Way of Life? 

Question: What happens to those who 

accept the Christian Way of 
Life? 

ANSWER: Those who accept the Chris- 
tian Way of Life are, after 
death, made perfect in love 
and live in everlasting fellow- 
ship with God and with one 
another. 

What happens then when such final 
judgment is passed? Suppose we do ac- 
cept—or reject—the Christian way of 
life, what then? That is a question that 
concerns us all. Millions of people live 
and die—think of countless past genera- 
tions—without hearing the Christian 
gospel, and vast multitudes even in 
western civilization, who have known of 
the existence of the Christian Church, 
have little if any comprehension of the 
tremendous significance of the gospel. 
What is their ultimate fate? How will 
they be judged? Such a question cannot 
be evaded by saying that it is no busi- 
hess of ours to pry into the judgment of 
God, though, in a sense, that is true. It 
is the business of all Christians to be 
concerned about the final destiny of all 
men. 

There is evidence in the Gospels of 
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people outside the pale of Judaism, viz., 
the Centurion, the woman of Syrophoe- 
nicia (Mark 7:26; Matthew 8:5), who 
evidently showed a quality of life and of 
faith in God which gained the approval 
of Christ himself. Nor can one deny that 
among the adherents of non-Christian 
religions there are some whose lives are 
of a pattern that would seem to indicate 
that, to use Jesus’ words, they “are not 
far from the Kingdom of Heaven” 
(Mark 12:34; Romans 2:10-16). More- 
over, it is well for us to keep in mind 
that it is the purpose of God that all men 
should be saved (1 Timothy 2:4), that 
he takes no pleasure in the death of a 
sinner (Ezekiel 33:11), that Christ gave 
his life for the whole world and that 
“there’s a wideness in God’s mercy like 
the wideness of the sea.” One of the 
striking features in the parable of the 
Sheep and Goats in Matthew 25 is the 
note of surprise on the lips of both the 
blessed and the damned—“Lord, when 
saw we Thee. . .?”:— 

“There is no expeditious road 

To pack and label men for God, 

And save them by the barrel load. 

Some may perchance, with strange 

surprise, 

Have blundered into Paradise. 

In vasty dusk of life abroad, 

They fondly thought to err from 

God, 
Nor knew the circle that they trod: 


And, wandering all the night about, 

Found them at morn where they set 
out. 

Death dawned: Heaven lay in pros- 
spect wide:— 

Lo! they were standing by his side.” 
(Francis THoMpPSON in Epilogue 


. to a Judgment in Heaven.) 


This much we can say, on the basis 
of the Incarnation and the Crucifixion, 
that the Judgment of God upon those, 
who have known little or nothing of the 
revelation of his redeeming grace in 
Christ, is and will be in perfect accord 
with his righteousness and his mercy 
once-for-all made known in Christ. 
What would appear to be all-important 
is that men should strive to be true to the 
highest light they know, through what- 
ever religion it may shine. “They are but 
broken lights of Thee.” It would not be 
un-Christian to feel that such lives as 
show a following, though far off, of the 
gleam that shines from Zion’s hill may 
one day be led beyond all shadows into 
the full light of eternal love, in which men 
dwell in everlasting fellowship with the 
living God and with one another. Certain 
it is that those who accept and follow the 
way of life that most clearly is revealed in 
Christ—the way of love to God and love 
to one’s fellowmen—will pass to the full 
perfection of that same way of life, and 
being made perfect in love, will live for- 
ever in a holy fellowship with God and 
with one another. (See Revelation 21:27; 
Ezekiel 9:4.) Revelation 21 and 22 are 
a glowing description, not so much of 
a place as of a state in which dwell for- 
ever those whose lives have been, con- 
sciously or unconsciously, under the in- 
fluence of Christ and who have found in 
him the fulfilment of their deepest de- 
sire. 


PRESBYTERY NAMES CONDITION 
FOR FUND DRIVE EFFORT 

WASHINGTON, D.C. (RNS)—The Pres- 
bytery of Washington City voted here not 
to participate in a drive for $1,000,000 
for a new Presbyterian Home unless all 
churches of the presbytery, including 
three Negro ones and a mission in a 
Negro neighborhood are invited to take 
part. 
A fund drive for new quarters for the 
home for the aged is due to begin April 
11. 

The presbytery, representing 55 
churches in the national capital area 
affiliated with the United Presbyterian 
Church, USA, took the action after hear- 
ing a charge that no members of the 
Negro congregations were invited to a 
luncheon at which plans for the fund 
drive were launched. 


A spokesman for the presbytery said 
that “the probable reason is that in the 
past no Negroes had been admitted to 
the home and consequently none of the 
Negro congregations have contributed to 
* 
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EDITORIAL 


Atlanta Overtures 


Some of the overtures addressed to the 
Presbyterian, U. S., Assembly to con- 
vene in Atlanta April 23 deserve a few 
lines of amplification here. They are 
summarized on page 4 of this issue. 


Standards. In addition to work now 
being done looking toward preparation 
of a brief statement of faith, several 
presbyteries are asking that the Confes- 
sion of Faith itself be dealt with. 
Charleston Presbytery asks for a revision 
of several paragraphs that deal with 
“double predestination,” but, as was 
pointed out in the Charlotte Assembly the 
difficulty can hardly be met in this way. 
What Brazos and St. Louis have in mind 
would be necessary. They ask that the 
present Confession be kept and regarded 
as the historic statement but since many 
important issues of today are not those 
which were prominent in the minds of 
the Westminster writers in the 1640s and 
since our manner of speech, perhaps re- 
grettably, is much different, it will be 
necessary to have a statement framed by 
able and devoted Christian scholars of 
today. It is a well-known fact that the 
committee dealing with the proposed 
Brief Statement is having its troubles in 
attacking a formidable undertaking. It 
is a hard job. A new Confession would 
be even more demanding. It might not 
be a bad idea, however, to take a look 
at the possibilities. 


Book of Church Order. The Book 
of Church Order is in the midst of major 
revision, with the first section approved 
by enough presbyteries to call for enact- 
ment by the 1959 Assembly. There are 
still a good many difficulties about the 
revised book, as is to be seen from sev- 
eral requests for amendments or con- 
tinued study. Some of these proposals 
deal with serious issues and, since it is 
easier to avoid errors now than to correct 
them later, it may be well to take a little 
more time to make the needed adjust- 
ments. 





Cleveland Message. It is not sur- 
prising that vigorous dissents are being 
registered from one section of the mes- 
sage of the Fifth World Order Study 
Conference of last November (OUTLOOK, 
Feb. 9). Many people have been told 
wrong things about this message; many 
others just disagree with the conclusions. 
It is unfortunate, though, that some of 
the underlying intentions (as we have 
later heard of them) were not made to 
shine more clearly through the message. 
Most people, including those who have 
read the statement, will tell you that the 
Cleveland group voted for the recogni- 
tion of Red China by the U. S. and for 
its admission to the United Nations. We 
understand, now, that not enough weight 
has been given to the precise form of 
the statement. The message asks for 
“steps” to be taken which might make 
it possible and desirable to recognize the 
People’s Republic. If these conditions 
cannot be met, then the desirability would 
no longer obtain. We are also told, on 
good authority, that the intention of this 
part of the Cleveland statement is not 
far from the attitude of the State Depart- 
ment itself. It seems to be clear that the 
position of “Cleveland,” like that of the 
State Department, is to recognize Red 
China only on condition that it will agree 
to specified relationships. It was strongly 
urged that the U. S, take whatever steps 
it could toward the desired end. 


National Council. Some of the long- 
time opponents of the National Council 
of Churches have seized one paragraph 
in the Cleveland message and are seeking 
to use it as a tool to pry the U. S. Church 
away from the mainstream of American 
Protestant cooperation. If they had not 
found this paragraph they would doubt- 
less have sought another instrument. It 
would seem that the struggle has been 
undergone so often in recent years, and 
always with the same results, that these 
opponents would attack some other 
stronghold. One good consequence, how- 
ever, is the opportunity afforded to tell 
more people the inspiring story of grow- 
ing Protestant cooperation and concern 
in this country. Many men at an Assem- 
bly, from somewhat isolated circum- 
stances, get an opportunity to hear for 
the first time something of the great and 
good work being done by and through 
the National Council. Let us be grateful 
for the opportunity and use it to its 
fullest extent. 


1959 Calendar 


A helpful reference “Calendar of Ob- 
servances” for 1959 has been prepared 
and is offered by the Office of Public 
Relations, National Council of Churches, 
297 4th Ave., New York 10. Here are 
listed observances sponsored and sup- 
ported by the NCC, with summary in- 
formation about each one including the 
source of appropriate helps. Every church 
office would do well to have it in hand. 


Sources of Worship 


The most recent number of the Journal] 
of the Presbyterian Historical Society 
(United Presbyterian, USA, Dec. 1958) 
features an important study of “The 
Source of Reformed Worship,” by J. 
Shackelford Dauerty, now of Clearwater, 
Fla. Dr. Dauerty was secretary of the 
committee that revised the Book of Com- 
mon Worship in 1946. 

For eleven centuries, he says, the un- 
derstanding of the canon of the Mass and 
its ceremonial closely paralleled that of 
the Eastern Church. By the end of the 
fifteenth century, he says, an entirely 
new view had won the field. This paper 
traces important aspects of these trends, 

John Knox and other leaders of the 
Reformation, he insists, ‘‘would not sur- 
render every vestige of the essentials of 
the worship of a real, historic church. 

The author concludes: 

“Tconoclastic as he was in things litur- 
gical, Knox’s iconoclasm is conservative 
compared to that which was to follow, 
and toward which he pointed the way... 
With deep regret, we must admit that 
in this barest Order of the Churches of 
the Reformation, is an adequacy, which 
the majority of Presbyterian Churches 
in America have not even yet recovered.” 


Adult Program 


A much broader concept of the church’s 
program of adult education was outlined 
recently by Lawrence C. Little of the 
University of Pittsburgh when he pointed 
to the importance of acquaintance with 
the effects of community influences on 
adult life, the contemporary economic 
and industrial revolution and the Chris- 
tian faith in a democratic community. 
The job which adult Christian education 
should be achieving, he said, is “growth 
toward Christian maturity.” 

Despite significant developments in 
Christian education, Dr. Little said, only 
about 15,000,000 people are enrolled in 
Protestant adult courses compared with 
a total registration of 50,000,000 in col- 
lege and university classes. 

Two recent items: Information Serv- 
ice of the National Council of Churches, 
Jan. 17 on “A Workshop on the Chris- 
tian Education of Adults” (20¢); and 
Handbook for Presbyterian Adult Groups 
(50¢), Dept. of Adult Program, United 
Presbyterian, USA, 1105 Witherspoon 
Bldg., Philadelphia 7. 


REGRETS .. . and corrections 


In Dr. Foreman’s March 2 feature, 
“How Small a Whisper—!” some un- 
fortunate errors crept into the printed 
text. If your copy is at hand, please make 
these corrections: 1st sentence: add 
“God”—“God is pictured”; 2nd sen- 
tence: add “tremble”—“before whom all 
things tremble”; 3rd paragraph, 5th sen- 
tence: instead of “understanding,” write 
“undertaking.” Our deep regrets and 
apologies.—Eptrrors. 
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“Proof of Religious Teachings’”—? 
By KENNETH J. FOREMAN 


“If they will not listen to Moses and 
the prophets, they would not be convinced 
even if somebody rose from the dead.” — 
Luke 16:31. 

“An exacting, new research project is 
getting underway to explore unknown 
forces at work in human beings. Its aim 
is to prove, experimentally, whether man 
is more than a materia] heap of atoms. 

“‘We want to determine if [man] 
transcends the physical world he lives in,’ 
said Dr. Andrija Puharich, the project’s 
research director. 

“An advisory board of clergymen, phi- 
losophers, business men, psychologists, 
and others joined in launching the under- 
taking.” 

As the board chairman sees it, “the long- 
range results could revitalize religion by 
amassing laboratory proof of its validity.” 

. “I think,” he said, “there’ll be a 
break-through on this thing in a few years. 
Think what it would mean to the preach- 
ers if we could establish evidence of a 
supernatural power.” 


LL I KNOW about this is what I 

read in the papers; but if the Asso- 
ciated Press is reporting correctly, some 
clergymen, business men, psychologists 
and philosophers are due for a disap- 
pointment. There is a great confusion 
of thought here. Perhaps the headline 
man was the most confused of all, for 
the whole report of which the above is 
a partial quotation, is headed: “RE- 
SEARCH SEEKS PROOF OF RELIGIOUS 
TEACHINGS.” 

There is something good about this, 
let me hasten to say. The people who 
have sunk their money into the project 
are investing in a problem worthwhile: 
What are the powers of man? Has he 
powers and capacities as yet undiscov- 
ered or experienced only by very few? 
Does man, as man, have potencies yet 
unrealized ? 

But whatever the researchers find, it 
will have nothing to do with the “proof” 
of religious teachings, or of supernatural 
power. To judge from the newspaper 
story, the only person connected with 
this enterprise who is not confused is the 
director, Dr. Puharich. He is a univer- 
sity-trained medical scientist and veteran 
clinical researcher, it is said. The studies 
will be under rigid laboratory procedures, 
“detached from any religious connota- 
tions.” His further statement is sig- 
nificant: 

“It only complicates the issue to see 
any long-time tie-up with religion. We 
simply want to develop reliable, factual 


data to try to establish whether man has 
potentials beyond his physical senses, or 


whether these abilities are somehow re- 
lated to the rest of the physical world.” 


HE DIRECTOR is quite right; and 

this brings out the first of several 
points where at least some backers and 
reporters of the project seem to be con- 
fused. Whatever the project discovers 
about the powers of man, or of some men, 
will still be only what laboratory pro- 
cedures can show; namely natural facts, 
not supernatural. They may be super- 
normal facts or powers; but not super- 
natural. To paraphrase Saint John, 
whatever is born of science is science. It 
is “detached from any religious conno- 
tations,” as Dr. Puharich well puts it. 
Science has told us much about the in- 
visible; science can see what the “natu- 
ral” eye cannot see, and hear what the 
human ear can never hear. But not all 
the sciences put together have heard or 
seen the true Invisible, the Supernatural. 
In fact, if this project does demonstrate, 
by laboratory methods, that man does 
or that a few men do have powers be- 
yond what we usually expect of man, this 
will prove exactly the reverse of a “re- 
ligious” conclusion; for it will have 
proved that such powers are not super- 
natural. 

In the second place, nothing is going 
to be proved as to the “teachings of reli- 
gion.” As fair samples of the teachings 
of our own religion, take the Ten Com- 
mandments, the Sermon on the Mount, 
and 2 Peter 1:3-8. These ideals, chal- 
lenges, commands, call them what you 
will, call for something supernatural; 
but the kind of powers this project is 
advertised to be studying, namely pre- 
cognition, clairvoyance and telepathy, 
are not the powers needed for doing the 
will of God. For one thing, the chal- 
lenges of God are addressed to people who 
had, and claimed to have, no powers of 
precognition, clairvoyance or telepathy; 
and for another thing, even if a man 
could foretell the entire future without 
error, even if he could know where phys- 
ical objects are without seeing them, and 
read off people’s secret thoughts as a 
broker reads a ticker tape—he would still 
lack the first essentials for fulfilling the 
will of God. 

“If I had all knowledge . . . if I could 
move mountains . . .’” said a man who 
did have miraculous powers “but have 
not love, I am nothing.” And love of 
the sort Saint Paul meant, is not to be 
identified by strict laboratory procedures, 
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nor measured by any known system of 
pointer-readings. 

The laboratory experiments to be un- 
dertaken, in short, will neither prove that 
the teachings of religion are valid, nor 
that the power needed to carry out these 
teachings is possessed by man. 


N THE THIRD PLACE, let us sup- 

pose it can be proved, experimentally, 
that man is more than a material heap 
of atoms. Let is be granted by all the 
scientists from Harvard to Heidelberg 
that “man has potentials beyond his 
physical senses.” What does this prove, 
or what would it prove, about religion? 
About the Christian religion, precisely 
nothing. It would show that man is more 
than a mere animal, but men believe that 
much every day who are a long way 
short of being Christian. Some religion, 
so called, is built on the idea that man 
is the only god there is; such a religion 
might be supported by such an experi- 
ment; but not Christianity. 

In the fourth place (not the last, for 
we are running out of space too soon), 
we scarcely need proof that man tran- 
scends the physical world he lives in. 
Every man has such proof within him- 
self, and a much more convincing one, 
if he thinks about it, than laboratory 
science is likely to bring him. If a man 
is conscious of purpose, he must be con- 
scious of it within himself; for purpose 
in others can never be perceived, only 
presumed. But if he is conscious of his 
own purpose, his will, intention—what- 
ever we call it—then he is aware of what 
lifts him clear out of the purely mechan- 
ical-chemical sequences of the physical 
world. Further, if a man knows, from 
within—there is no knowing it from 
without—the meaning of “I ought,” then 
he is again aware that he transcends the 
physical world, for Nature knows noth- 
ing of duty, nothing of right or wrong. 


F A MAN will not listen to the truth 

within him, he will not be impressed 
by laboratory reports. If he has no ear 
for the Word of God, he will have no 
better hearing by becoming a telepathist. 

Even if this experiment goes farther 
than expected, and it is discovered that 
man has the power to arrest death itself, 
we could still hear Abraham’s sad ver- 
dict: “If they will not listen to Moses 
and the prophets, they would not be cori- 
vinced even if somebody rose from the 
dead.” 
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Jacksonville Action 


Church and Presbytery 
Are Reversed by Synod 


A judicial commission of the Synod of 
Florida has reversed the judgment of the 
session of the Riverside Church of Jack- 
sonville and of Suwannee Presbytery in 
relation to Jesse A. Wallace. 

Mr. Wallace was found guilty by his 
session and presbytery of “‘the sin of dis- 
obedience in violating the authority of 
the session and congregation of the Riv- 
erside Presbyterian Church” in regard 
to letters written that tended “to destroy 
the unity and peace of the church” and 
related activities. 

This judgment was reversed by the 
commission of the synod on the grounds 
“that the indictment of Jesse A. Wallace 
is not clearly drawn, and that it fails 
conclusively to state an offense which is 
the proper object of judicial process.” 

In regard to the censure which was 
imposed which included denial of the 
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privilege of admission to the Lord's 
Table, the commission said this ‘‘was all 
out of proportion to the alleged offenses 
committed.’’ The commission declared: 

“We submit that since the charges 
against Mr. Wallace are not clearly 
drawn, nor conclusively proved ‘beyond a 
reasonable shadow of doubt.’ We feel that 
the penalty inflicted upon the Defendant 
was improper and unjust, and is hereby 
reversed; and inasmuch as he has been 
denied the Sacrament of his church for 
many long months, it is the judgment of 
this Court that the original censure in- 
flicted upon him is null and void, and 
that he should immediately be restored 
to his rightful place in the membership 
of the Riverside Church.” 

It is understood that this judgment of 
the synod’s commission will not be ap- 
pealed to the General Assembly. 

Mr. Wallace is now said to have be- 
come a member of another Jacksonville 
church. 


Agency Receipts Show 
Two-Months Loss 


Presbyterian, U. S., receipts reported 
by Assembly agencies for the first two 
months of the new year, as of Feb. 28, 
are as follows: 


ANNUITIES AND RELIEF (Atlanta), $64,- 
646 (last year, same time: $75,919) 13% 
of the year’s budget (last year, same 
time: 14%). 

CHRISTIAN EDUCATION (Richmond), $25,- 
349 ($29,606); 3% (4%). 

CuHurRcH EXTENSION (Atlanta), $79,920 
($88,967); 4.38% (4.5%). 

GENERAL Funp (Atlanta), $45,190 ($49,- 
373); 3.38% (4.4%); InTercHURCH RELA- 
TIONS, $1,035 ($1.451); 4.38% (5%). 

Wortp Missions (Nashville), $226,139 
($247,005); 4.99% (5.4%). 





Campus Workers Hold 
Regional Conferences 


Something different in the way of con- 
ferences for Presbyterian, U. S., Campus 
Christian Life workers is beginning late 
this month and continuing to mid-April. 
Instead of an annual meeting which is 
usually held at Montreat, N. C., four re- 
gional conferences are scheduled with a 
team of leaders proceeding from one to 
the other. 


Among the leaders will be: P. T. 
Thomas of South India, Dietrich Ritsch] 
of Switzerland, now of Austin Seminary; 
Keith Bridston, executive secretary of 
the Department of Faith and Order of 
the World Council of Churches; Valdo 
Galland of Uruguay, associate general 
secretary of the World Student Christian 
Federation; D. J. Cumming, educational 
secretary of the Presbyterian, U.S., Board 
of World Missions; Harry E. Smith, 
University pastor at the University of 
North Carolina; and Malcolm C. Mc- 
Iver, Jr., Presbyterian, U. S., Director of 
Campus Christian Life. 

These conferences will face a consid- 
eration of the current World Student 
Christian Federation theme having to do 
with the life and mission of the church. 
These objectives are specified: 

“1. To rethink the responsibility of the 
church in the present world situation on 


the basis of the Biblical revelation and 
of the lessons of the church’s history. 

“2. To recover and communicate to this 
student generation a new and more ade- 
quate understanding of the church and 
commitment to it; to analyze and under- 
stand the new methods and new struc- 
tures of the church required by radical 
changes in the world. 


LOUISVILLE FELLOWSHIPS—Fellowship awards providing for graduate study have been 
announced at Louisvillle Presbyterian Seminary (|. to r.): George D. Gracey, Jr., Covington, 
Tenn., Anderson Fellowship; Lawrence H. Cater, Mobile, Ala., Walker Fellowship; John C. 
Riddick, St. Louis, Mo., and Boggstown, Ind., Patterson Fellowship; William G. McAtee, 
Brookhaven, Miss., Christian Education Fellowship. In addition, Douglas G. Cater, Paris, 


Mo., of the Class of 1954 won the $1,500 Pastoral Counseling Fellowship and will continue 


his postgraduate study at the University of Chicago. 
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“2 To train students and young leaders 
for the new tasks in the mission of the 
church today. 

“4. To help students and young people 
to find their place of service within the 
total life and mission of the church.” 

The conferences will follow this sched- 
ule: 

Region 1 (Synods of Appalachia, 
North Carolina, Virginia, West Virginia) 
Montreat, N. C., March 30-April 1. 

Region 2 (Florida, Georgia, South 
Carolina), Penn Community Center, St. 
Helena Island, Frogmore, S. C., April 
2-4. 

Region 3 (Alabama, Arkansas, Ken- 
tucky, Missouri, Mississippi, Oklahoma, 
Tennessee), NaCoMe Conference Center, 
Pleasantville, Tenn., April 6-8. 

Region 4 (Louisiana, Texas), Laos 
House, Austin, Texas, April 9-11. 


Committee on Bequests 
Plans Extensive Effort 


Members of the Presbyterian, U. S., 
Committee on Bequests and Deferred 
Gifts for Presbyterian Educational In- 
stitutions have named David W. Robin- 
son, Columbia, S. C., attorney, as their 
chairman for a second year. Charles G. 
Rose, Jr., Fayetteville, N. C., was named 
vice-chairman under a plan which makes 
him the probable chairman for next year. 
Hunter B. Blakely, Higher Education 
executive, Richmond, Va., is secretary 
of the committee. 

This committee is made up largely of 
attorneys and trust officers who are seek- 
ing to encourage a program of bequests 
and deferred gifts for church-related col- 
leges and theological seminaries. 

At the recent Atlanta meeting it was 
requested that all presbyteries endorse the 
program and arrange for a suitable com- 
mittee to be at work in each presbytery 
in line with this program. In each synod 
efforts have been made to establish re- 
lated committees, with the North Caro- 
lina plan commended as one to be fol- 
lowed. 

Printed material is being made avail- 
able to guide those who are concerned 
about gifts through annuities, short-term 
living trusts, living trusts, life insurance, 
bequests and devices of remainder inter- 
ests. The committee said it is “important 
that Presbyterians be informed of the 
many ways in which the tax laws of the 
country encourage the support of such 
institutions as our colleges and semi- 
naries.” 


CLASSIFIED 


RATES—Up to 30 words for $3.00 (mini- 

mum per insertion.) Ten cents for each 
additional word and initial, including ad- 
dress. Payment must accompany all orders. 
DISCOUNT for $3 insertions, 10%; 6 inser- 
tions, 15%; 12 insertions, 20%. 


FOR SALE 


FURNISHED MONTREAT COTTAGE FOR 

SALE. Large, choice location. Kentucky 
Road. Pine panelled. Stone fireplace. Three 
bedrooms. Outdoor grill. All utilities elec- 
tric. Reasonable. MARION G. BRADWELL, 
ee CHURCH, ALBANY, GEOR- 
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CAMPUS NEWS 





President Howard F. Lowry of the 
College of Wooster (Ohio) will be the 
inaugural speaker when D. Grier Martin 
becomes president of Davidson College 
(N.C.) on April 22. 

* * x 

The new chapel-auditorium at Presby- 
terian College (S. C.) will be named in 
memory of William Henry Belk, whose 
family and business associates have con- 
tributed generously to the college’s de- 
velopment program. At Presbyterian 
College all “minor” requirements for a 
degree will be abolished beginning next 
fall with “areas of concentration” with- 
in a particular field of study being in- 
troduced. 


President Raymon Kistler, for nearly 
20 years head of Beaver College, Jenkin- 
town, Pa., has announed his retirement 
from that post to become effective in 
June, 1960. 


* * x 


The recently-published Doctorate Pro- 
duction in the United States, 1936-56, 
shows that Wilson College (Pa.) is 
among the top nine women’s colleges in 
the number of its graduates who pro- 
ceeded to the doctorate during the period 
studied. 

es 


At the Presbyterian Pan-American 


School in Kingsville, Texas, plans are 
moving ahead for the construction of a 
chapel to care for an eventual enrollment 
of 300 students. 


A recent $100,000 gift 
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from the Toddie Lee Wynne family of 

Dallas, Texas, was announced in connec- 

tion with this and other building plans. 
* * * 

Jamestown College (N.D.) will now 
grant faculty leaves-of-absence for a year 
and pay one-third of the annual salary 
for those seeking doctoral degrees. 


* * * 


Westminster College (Utah) is begin- 
ning the first of eight new structures 
scheduled for erection under a 10-year 
$5,000,000 program. 


* * * 

Muskingum College (Ohio) has com- 
pleted the Cleveland and Canton drives 
in a $10 million development campaign. 

+ « 
Occidental College (Calif.) will build 


an $800,000 center for music and speech 
arts. 


* * * 
Gifts to the Living Endowment Fund 
of Davidson College (N. C.), now twenty 


years old, have reached an accumulated 
total of more than a million dollars, with 


1958 gifts from 2,444 contributors 
amounting to $156,662. 
* * * 


At Trinity University (Texas) $2,000,- 
000 of construction is in progress: science 
building, science lecture hall, outdoor 
swimming pool, tennis stadium, and two 
dormitory units for women. 


NEEDS OF YOUNG ADULTS 
STRESSED BY LEADER 


Boston (RNS)—Charging that “the 
church does not understand the young 
adult and his needs,” the president of 
the Massachusetts Council of Churches 
said here that the church should attempt 
to provide the young adult with “‘fellow- 
ship and a philosophy of life.” 

Paul Lee Sturges told a group of Bap- 
tist young adults that “one of the trage- 
dies of modern civilization is that young 
adults are frequently a puzzle to them- 
selves and in a period of adjustment to 
new interests and needs which often pre- 
clude interest in the church.” 

He said it is.4no accident that today 
the average church has a dearth of young 
adults,” but that it is “during this 
period that he most needs the fellowship 
and a philosophy of life as a practical 
working basis for daily living which 
can be had through the church.” 

“The young adult,” Dr. Sturges added, 
“is usually struggling in these days to 
make proper adjustments to a strange 
environment and his vocation. In many 
instances he is newly-married and con- 
fronted with a whole new world of re- 
sponsibilities. He is tempted thus to be 
absorbed with other interests at the neg- 
lect of the church.” 
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No Conflict Seen in 
Service and Profit 


MINNEAPOLIS, MINN. (RNS) — The 
service motive of religion and the profit 
motive of business do not basically con- 
tradict each other, a businessman and a 
clergyman agreed here. 

Arnold H. Lowe, pastor of the West- 
minster Presbyterian Church in Minne- 
apolis, and John S. Pillsbury, Jr., presi- 
dent of Northwestern National Life In- 
surance Company said these motives can 
exist side by side. 

The two expressed their views before 
some 250 Protestants, Roman Catholics 
and Jews at a Business Day luncheon 
sponsored by the Minneapolis Area 
Chamber of Commerce. 

Dr. Lowe, speaking for the clergy, said 
that if businessmen want the nation’s 
religious heritage preserved and church- 
men want the same for the political and 
economic system, both must accept “the 
inevitable changes that come with the 
flow of time.” 

“To me,” he added, “‘profit means that 
which gives men beyond mere necessities 


that margin which assures a comfortable 
existence. And service to me means that 
which gives men beyond the right to a 
just profit the job of having done some- 
thing for the well-being of others.” 

Mr. Pillsbury, speaking for business, 
pointed to countries behind the Iron Cur- 
tain as demonstrating that where the 
profit motive has been suppressed there 
is no religious freedom. He said _ this 
situation should prompt any religious 
leader who questions the morality of the 
profit motive “to reappraise his thinking 
promptly, to embrace the profit motive as 
a necessary attribute of a successful free 
enterprise system and to devote his ener- 
gies and influence to improving the sys- 
tem by making it more purposeful.” 








Keeping up with the 

ATLANTA ASSEMBLY (Outlook dates): 

Feb. 2—Who for Moderator? 

Feb. 9—Cleveland Statement 

Mar. 2 and following—Commissioners 

Mar. 9—Church Extension; New Curricu- 
lum 

Mar. 16—Centennial; Interchurch Rela- 
tions 

Mar. 23—Christian Relations; Radio-TV; 
Budget 





U.S. Assembly—Atlanta 
Foundation Asks for 
Presbytery Committees 


A committee on the Presbyterian 
Foundation is being requested in each 
presbytery of the Presbyterian Church, 
U. S., according to the annual report of 
the executive director, John R. Cunning- 
ham, to be presented to the Atlanta Gen- 
eral Assembly. 

The trustees of the Foundation have 
requested that each presbytery have a 
committee of five or seven persons to 
explain and promote the program of the 
Foundation. 

A major emphasis of the Foundation 
is in the area of wills and bequests since 
it is estimated that from 80 to 90 per 
cent of the endowments of the church’s 
colleges for example, have come from 
bequests. During the past year settle- 
ments of bequests and gifts amounted to 
$433,645. There were 47 legacies, trusts 
and gifts during the year and their value 
amounted to $2,366,433. Total income 
earned for distribution to beneficiaries 
was $84,613. 

Young Investments 

The annual report shows something of 
the work of the investment committee of 
the Foundation with particular reference 
to the will of Dr. Calvin T. Young, of 
Plant City, Fla. The report says: 


“The investment committee noted that 
the depressed market in the General Port- 
land Cement Company stock made it inad- 
visable to sell at that particular time. 
After noting some discretion allowed in 
the will and after receiving legal coun- 
sel, the investment committee decided to 
hold the shares in this company until the 
market was higher than the $58 per share 
then being offered. By December 31, 1958, 
2,118 shares of this stock had been sold 
at a profit of $75,183.98. The sale of the 


remaining 1,000 shares was completed in 
January, 1959, with a profit of $33,450.57. 
These profits represent a total of $108, 
634.55 to the Young estate bringing its 
total to $1,222,460.85.” 

The report stresses the difficulties that 
are often encountered when wills are too 
precisely made in view of changing agen- 
cies or the division of board responsibili- 
ties. It points out that this often results 
in extremely complex and difficult de- 
cisions when specified divisions of assets 
must be made. The same thing is pointed 
out with reference to funds left to spe- 
cific colleges and seminaries as the re- 
port suggests that major changes may take 
place in the next 25, 50 or 100 years, as 
it says, ““We have closed almost as many 
colleges in our church as we _ have 
founded during this century.” 


Local Work 


It also points out the wisdom of pro- 
viding funds that may be intended for 
local work in the hands of the Founda- 
tion as it says: 

“By and large it has not been found 
wise for bequests intended for a local 
church to be left in the hands of the 
church officers. More often than not this 
makes for misunderstanding and strain 
within the church and sometimes serious 
friction. Even though capital funds are 
to be transferred immediately to the bene- 
ficiary, there is still value in directing 
them through the Foundation.” 

Dr. Cunningham says in his report that 
all the agencies and institutions of the 
denomination can achieve their ‘“fore- 
seeable goals in a decade if the men and 
women of our church can be persuaded 
to take seriously their obligation with 
reference to their bequests and lifetime 
gifts.” 

He urges that wills be drawn properly 
and that the church be included in every 
will. 
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ISRAEL’S FIRST KING 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
Sunday School Lesson for April 12, 1959 
1 Samuel 8-11; Printed Text 10:17-27 


“It is inevitable that changes should 
occur,” someone has written, “not only 
in the lives of individual men, in large 
business enterprises, and in the history 
of cities, but also in the life of a nation. 
.. .’ At times these changes are so 
gradual, so subtle that one is hardly 
aware of them; at other times the change 
is so marked that one cannot be uncon- 
scious of it, and yet even here the full 
consequences of the change do not become 
apparent until sometime afterward. At 
times there are a series of changes in- 
volved; at other times there is a single 
decision on which the nation’s future 
depends. We have seen many such cases 
in our own generation. 

We come this week to one of the crucial 
decisions in Israel’s history—the decision 
to transform the loosely knit confedera- 
tion of 12 tribes into a kingdom “like all 
the nations” (8:4). 


|. The Demand for a King 


For approximately 250 years the Chil- 
dren of Israel had lived under the rule 
of the Judges, strong men, or deliverers, 
who emerged as the occasion demanded. 
No sooner was the strong hand of one 
judge removed than Israel underwent a 
religious and political decline. During 
the whole of this time there was no na- 
tional unity and no real administration 
of justice. As we read repeatedly in the 
Book of Judges: “Every man did that 
which was right in his own sight.” 

A strong national spirit which was to 
culminate in the empire of David and 
Solomon began to emerge during the life- 
time of Samuel, last of the Judges, some- 
times reckoned with Moses as the second 
founder of the nation. He revived the 
ancestral religion, recovered Israel’s in- 
dependence, and established for the first 
time something like a systematic admin- 
istration of justice. 

But there came a time when Samuel 
was no longer able to travel through the 
land and the sons to whom he had dele- 
gated a part of his responsibilities were 
venal and corrupt (like the sons of Eli). 
The responsible leaders of the people, 
not wishing to go back to the chaotic days 
of the Judges, came to Samuel as the 
one man who possessed the confidence 
of the people and asked him to choose 
them a king. To progressive and forward- 
looking people of the times it must have 
seemed a wise and indeed an almost in- 
evitable step, insuring Israel a strong 
national government like all the sur- 
rounding nations. 

But there was another motive which 
prompted this request and, before the 
matter was finally settled, it became clear 
that this latter was the dominant motive. 
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When the chief men of the nation first 
appeared before Samuel with this request 
they stressed the inadequacies of the 
present system (“you are old and your 
sons do not walk in your ways,” 8:5) 
and barely suggested what was in the 
background of their minds—their desire 
for Israel to be “like all the nations.” 

Samuel, we read, was displeased at 
their request (8:6). Why? It may be 
that he was hurt at being asked to step 
aside from the position which he had 
occupied (few men realize when the 
time has come for them to retire). Vs. 
8:7 suggests that this was the case. But 
there was much more to it than that. 
He saw what was involved in that seem- 
ingly harmless desire to be “like all the 
nations.” As he prayed and thought 
about the matter he recognized that it 
was more than a repudiation of his own 
rule, it was in fact a repudiation of God’s 
rule, in other words a rejection of God’s 
purpose for the nation. “Evidently the 
idea had been growing in the nation that 
the surrounding peoples with their mili- 
tary kings, resplendent courts, and gaudy 
display where superior to these humble 
Hebrews whose ruler was a plain man 
of God, going about among his people 
more like a national pastor than like a 
ruler.” To be like all the nations in- 
volved not only having a king, but a 
court, whose pattern of luxury and dis- 
play would be imitated by the “upper 
classes.” and an army, which would 
enable Israel to play its proper role in 
the unending game of power politics. 

Samuel felt it his duty therefore to 
warn the people of the consequences of 
their choice. He pointed out that while 
they might escape, at least temporarily, 
some of the evils of which they com- 
plained, that they would discover before 
long that their choice involved other 
evils which were far greater. In specific 
detail he indicated what it would mean 
in tyranny and in taxes, in the loss of 
personal dignity and independence, and 
that finally there would come the in- 
evitable disillusionment. It meant, he 
revealed, the decay of the primitive de- 
mocracy, and the growth of luxury, 
tyranny, extortion, of court life and a 
feudal nobility (8:11-18). 

But the people would not be dissuaded. 
They saw only the outward trappings, 
the immediate and shortranged advan- 
tages of a strongly centralized govern- 
ment, of outward pomp, and military 
power. It becomes clear now that this 
was the real point of their request—they 
wanted a king with an army, that they 
might become a nation like the other 
nations. “We will have a king over us,” 


they said, “that we also may be like all 
the nations, and that our king may gov- 
ern us, and go out before us and fight our 
battles” (8:19). 

Uncertain what course to pursue Sam- 
uel again fell back on prayer, and as he 
prayed his course of action became clear 
as it does so often for us. If he refused 
to appoint a king, the people would make 
their own choice and in their present 
mood, it would certainly not be the best 
one. By choosing the right man the con- 
sequences which he dreaded might be 
avoided or at least delayed. And so Sam- 
uel promised to do as they had asked. 
“And he said unto the men of Israel, 
Go every man to his city” (8:22). 


ll. The Choice of a King 


There was in the tribe of Benjamin, 
a vigorous, unusually handsome man 
named Saul, who towered a head taller 
than all his neighbors. Physical quali- 
fications were essential for leadership in 
a rude, warlike society, and are not un- 
important today (or are they?). After 
his death Saul was praised as the roe or 
gazelle of Israel (2 Sam. 1:10 in the 
Hebrew), the emblem of swiftness and 
grace and beauty and power—as we Say, 
every inch a king. 

When he appears upon the scene he is 
a young man, that is, young for the re- 
sponsibilities which were about to be 
thrust upon him; a short time later, we 
see, he has a grown son, so we suppose he 
was about forty years of age. His father 
belonged to one of the outstanding fami- 
lies in Benjamin and was a mighty man of 
power, which may mean a powerful war- 
rior, or more likely a man of great wealth. 
While modest in estimating his own 
powers (9:21; 10:22), Saul had been 
dreaming of deliverance from the ene- 
mies who were again oppressing the 
land (this is the significance of 9:19) 
and was perhaps already forming plans 
for achieving it. It is possible that Sam- 
uel had observed him for some time and 
had been pleased with him, for Ramah, 
where Samuel lived, and Gibeah, Saul’s 
abode, were only a few miles apart. 

Shortly after the leaders of the nation 
had proffered their request for a king, 
Saul, searching for his father’s asses, was 
led to visit the aged prophet. Samuel 
took advantage of the opportunity to 
arrange a public banquet, at which Saul 
was given the place of honor. When the 
banquet was over Samuel proceeded to 
commune with Saul on the top of the 
house (where everyone could see the hon- 
or he paid him, but no one could hear 
their conversation). Here no doubt the 
two men unburdened their hearts to each 
other. 

The next morning Samuel privately 
anointed Saul as the future king of Is- 
rael and kissed him in token of reverence 
and homage. (The ceremonies of this 
first recorded coronation are still ob- 
served in England. The anointing is per- 
formed by the Archbishop of Canterbury, 
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and the kiss of homage is given by the 
Archbishop, bishops, and premier peer of 
each rank for the rest of his order.) 
Samuel then gave Saul three signs which 
assured him that he was acting in ac- 
cordance with God’s will. Saul was deep- 
ly moved. “‘Henceforward he was a new 
man, filled with new hopes and aims, 
rising to meet the lot that awaited him.” 
Or as the inspired writer puts it: “God 
gave him another heart.” 

Meanwhile Samuel had set in motion 
the machinery which would result in the 
public election of Saul, as first king of 
Israel. The national assembly or “con- 
gregation of Israel’ which had made the 
request for a king through its represent- 
ative elders (8:4) was called by Samuel 
to meet in Mizpah, the place where he 
himself had erected an altar in com- 
memoration of his victory over the Phil- 
istines many years before and which was 
not only thus hallowed by religious ob- 
servance, but revered as the spot where 
the erring people had signalled their re- 
turn to God. Here the new king was 
chosen by lot. According to the ideas of 
the time, this method allowed God to 
make his own choice. Some Christians 
still follow this method. in their attempt 
to discover God’s will. The church as a 
whole, however, has not depended upon 
this method since the gift of the Holy 
Spirit at Pentecost. Samuel was supreme- 
ly confident that the man whom God had 
pointed out to him privately would be 
chosen from among all the children of 
Israel. And so it turned out. 

But when the people went to look for 
Saul he could not be found until, after 
careful search, he was discovered hiding 
among the baggage. ‘Natural feelings 
of modesty and humility prompted Saul 
to hide himself. He knew already that 
he was the object of God’s choice, but 
he would not appear to court advance- 
ment or in any way put himself forward 
from the royal dignity.” The people were 
delighted that the honor had fallen upon 
a person of such imposing presence. And 
Samuel said to all the people, “do you 
see him whom the Lord has chosen? 
There is none like him among all the 
people.” And all the people (that is 
most of them; it appears later that there 
were some dissenters) shouted and said, 
“Long live the king.” 

Saul proceeded to write the manner of 
the Kingdom in a book. Israel’s first 
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king was “no irresponsible tyrant, who 
might act as caprice or self-interest 
guided, but a constitutional sovereign 
whose conduct was set forth in the Mo- 
saic law, and checked and directed by 
the influence of the prophets who were 
the mouthpiece of Jehovah.” 

Saul was escorted home by those who 
accepted him as the choice of the Lord, 
but there were certain trouble makers, or 
worthless fellows (rsv) who spoke dis- 
paragingly of him and refused to render 
him the customary homage (10:27). Saul 
refused to take notice of this studied in- 
sult. “This,” says Deane, ‘“‘was con- 
summate prudence. Had he shown that 
he heard these murmurs and yet took no 
notice of them, he would at once have 
been accused of pusillanimity; on the 
other hand, if he had punished the disaf- 
fected, he would have been considered 
cruel and vindictive and would have 
aroused a civil war the results of which 
must have been most disastrous.” Very 
wisely too Saul did not put on any kingly 
airs, but returned to his home in Gibeah 
and continued to work on his farm 
(11:5). 

Saul was king in name, but he needed 
to consolidate his position and arouse 
the people’s enthusiasm by some heroic 
deed. The opportunity came when the 
Ammonites besieged Jabesh-Gilead and 
threatened to put out the right eyes of 
its defenders. This barbaric treatment, 
not uncommon in ancient times, was in- 
tended to incapacitate them for future 
wars, the left eye being covered by the 
shield. 

The people appealed to their fellow- 
Israelites for help. When the news reach- 
ed Gibeah, where Saul dwelt, there was 
a great mourning. Returning from the 
field with his cattle, Saul heard the loud 
oriental wailing and was informed of 
its origin. 

Moved by the spirit of God, he seized 
two oxen, quartered them and sent the 
messengers with them throughout the 
country, bearing the message, “Whoever 


does not come out after Saul . . . so shall 
it be done to his oxen” (11:7). 
The call aroused the people. They 


flocked to Saul’s standard. By the way 
of Bezek he crossed the Jordan. Very 
early in the morning he attacked the Am- 
monite camp and destroyed it. 

The enthusiastic people confirmed 
Saul’s kingship with appropriate cere- 
monies at Gilgal. The assembly was 
probably larger and more representative 
than which had met at Mizpah. Samuel, 
recognizing that Saul was now king in 
fact as well as in name, solemnly re- 
signed his position as judge, though still 
retaining his office as prophet. Some of 
Saul’s more enthusiastic followers wished 
to punish those who had previously re- 
fused to acknowledge his authority. 

Saul’s reply was both generous and 
wise: ‘Not a man shall be put to death 
this day; for today the Lord has wrought 
deliverance in Israel” (11:13). 


“It was a politic and pious answer. Had 
Saul acceded to the popular demand and 
given way to the natural feelings of re. 
venge, disastrous consequences would 
have ensued. The jealousy between the 
rival tribes would have been augmented 
and confirmed; feuds and heart burnings 
would have arisen and been perpetuated, 
and it would always have been east 
against him as a reproach that he had 
commenced his reign with domestic broils 
and bloodshed. By his prudent modera- 
tion he saved his country from such 
calamities as by skillful generalship he 
delivered it from menacing enemies. But 
there is more than this in his answer. He 
acknowledges God’s hand in the late 
events and ascribes the victory to its true 
source... , Thus succssfully and piously 
did Saul inaugurate his rule. He had 
gained a great victory over national ene- 
mies; he had gained a greater one over 
himself.” (Deane: Samuel and Saul: Their 
Lives and Times.) 


The Lesson Applied 


1. There are some choices which are 
decisive for a nation’s future. We have 
seen that illustrated in Israel’s history 
and in the history of many a modern na- 
tion, including our own. Are we facing 
such choices today? If so, what are they? 


2. More important than the system of 
government is the man who guides the 
government. Samuel’s sons brought the 
primitive democracy of Israel into dis- 
repute. Samuel saw the dangers involved 
in monarchy, but recognized that these 
dangers might be avoided if the right man 
were chosen as the head of the state. 
Saul began well, but failed in the end. 
Samuel’s worst fears were realized dur- 
ing the reign of Solomon. The forced 
labor and the heavy taxation required 
to maintain his luxurious court brought 
about the division of the kingdom. One 
wicked king followed another until first 
Israel and then Judah were carried into 
captivity. 

“Any system of government works well 
if administered by good men, but even the 
best of all possible systems fails if ad- 
ministered by the unworthy. If was not 
monarchy which God branded with his 
disapproval, but the evil in the hearts 
of his people which caused them to want 
a king who would lead them not in spirit- 
ual things but in the fulfilling of worldly 
ambitions. . . . This is the lesson for 
every generation to ponder. The kind of 
government a nation has is not nearly 


so important as the character of the men 
who administer it.” 





“God give us men! A time like this de- 
demands 
Great hearts, strong minds, true faith, 
and willing hands! 
Men whom the lust of office does not 
kill; 
Men whom the spoils of office cannot 
buy; 
Men who possess opinions and a will; 
Men who have honor, 
Men who will not lie.” 
(Josiah Gilbert Holland) 
What would you add to this list of 
qualifications? How can we secure more 
men of this sort to run for office? 
Lesson theme and scripture copyrighted by the Divi- 


sion of Education, National Council of Churches. Serip 
ture quotations from the Revised Standard Version. 
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BOOK NOTES 


Two Presbyterians are among the five 
award winners in suggesting ways to 
promote the sale and use of the 50-cent, 
paperbound Reflection Books which are 
published by Association Press. They 
are Ervin Bathke of the First church, 
Wausau, Wis., and Robert C. Nixon of 
the Farnumwood church, Flint, Mich. 

a 





EARLY CHRISTIAN DOCTRINES. By J. 
N. D. Kelly, Harper and Brothers, New York. 
500 pp., $5.75. 

This book, written by the principal 
of St. Edmind Hall at Oxford University 
for serious students of theology—not for 
the merely casual reader, will become 
the basic text on the development of early 
Christian doctrine from the close of the 
Apostolic Age to the Council of Chalce- 
don in the 5th century. Principal Kelly 
has soaked himself in the writings of 
the Church Fathers and sets forth their 
various views in clear and orderly fash- 
ion. Major interest gathers around the 
development of the doctrine of Scripture, 
the Trinity, the Person of Christ, Man 
and his Redemption, Church and Sacra- 
ments. But the closing chapter on the 
Christian Hope is also of great value. 
One lays the volume down with a better 
understanding of what became the “‘or- 
thodox”’ doctrine, and also with a greater 
appreciation of many variant views, some 
of which have reappeared in our own 
day. 

ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON. 


ADVENTURES IN PARENTHOOD. By W. 
Taliaferro Thompson. John Knox Press, 
Richmond, Va. 155 pp., $2.50. 

Many parents and others who were 
inspired and helped by Dr. Thompson’s 
earlier book, An Adventure in Love, will 
welcome this new one which, like the 
former one, gives the essence of a life- 
time of study, observation, wisdom and 
experience. 

For thirty-six years Dr. Thompson 
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taught course related to Christian family 
life at Union Theological Seminary in 
Virginia. During all this time and up 
to the present moment he has been in wide 
demand as a teacher and counselor in 
this field. Readers will be pleased to find 
that he has included such chapters as, 
“Fathers Are Parents Too,” “What Boys 
and Girls Want,” “When (and How) to 
Say No,” “Religion in the Home,” ‘““Mak- 
ing Religion Real.” 

Like the first book, this one will un- 
doubtedly enjoy a wide and enthusiastic 
reading. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 


Two Together. Robert C. Dodds. Thos. 
Y. Crowell Co., N. Y. $2.50. 

Did I Say That? Leslie B. Flynn. Broad- 
Press, Nashville, Tenn. )2.50, 

Prosperity Through Prayer. Thomas H. 
Baker. Vantage Press, Tenn. $2.71. 





Announcing— 


Two new additions 


to the popular 


RCLAY 

WILLIAM BA 

Edited by son of the 
ew translation ami 


The American High School Today. James 
B. Conant. McGraw-Hill Book Co., N. Y. 
$1.00, paper. 

Peter Marshall’s the First Easter. Edited 
by Catherine Marshall. McGraw-Hill Book 
Co., N. ¥. $3.50. 

Fire in My Bones. Fred M. Wood. Broad- 
man Press, Nashville, Tenn, $3.25. 

Strange Altars. J. W. Acker. Concordia 
Publishing House, St. Louis, Mo. $1.00, 
paper. 

Encyclopedia for Church Group Leaders. 
Lee J. Gable, editor. Association Press, 
NM. ¥.. $7.96. 

By What Standard? Rousas J. Rush- 
doony. Presbyterian & Reformed Publish- 
ing Co., Nutley, N. J. $3.95. 

A New Heaven and a New Earth. Archi- 
bald Hughes. Presbyterian & Reformed 
Publishing Co., Nutley, N. J. $3.75. 

Historic Protestantism and Predestina- 
tion. Harry Buis. Presbyterian & Re- 
formed Publishing Co., Nutley, N. J. $2.75. 

The Epistle to the Ephesians. John A. 
Allan. Alec R. Allenson, Inc., Naperville, 
Til. $2.50. 

Confession. Max Thurian. Alec R. Allen- 
son, Inc., Naperville, Ill. $2.25, paper. 


GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Volume |: Chapters 1 to 10 
Dr. Barclay explains Mat- 
thew and his place in the 
gospel tradition, and pre- 
sents the characteristics of 
his strongly apocalyptic nar- 
rative. 440 pages. 


GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 
Volume II: Chapters 11 to 28 
Anecdotes from life and quo- 
tations from literature en- 
hance this useful volume of 
the second half of the Gospel 
of Matthew. 432 pages. 


Previously published: 


The Gospel Of Mark 
The Acts Of The Apostles 
The Gospel Of Luke 
The Letters To The Corinthians 
The Gospel Of John Vol. |! 
The Gospel Of John Vol. I 
The Letter To The Hebrews 
The Letter To The Romans 


Each volume, $2.50 
Now at your bookstore 





THE WESTMINSTER PRESS, Witherspoon Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 








512 East Main Street 





Two New BARCLAY Books Now Available 


GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, Vol. 1, $2.50 
GOSPEL OF MATTHEW, Vol. II, $2.50 


Order these and other books by William Barclay from 
OUTLOOK BOOK SERVICE 


Richmond 19, Virginia 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 
Presbyterian, U. S. 

Gale D. Lammey, from associate minis- 
ter, First church, Charlottesville, Va., to 
the First church, Elkton, Va., Box 335. 

David H. Moylan, from Rowland, N. C., 
to 4203 Monticello Rd., Columbia, S. C. 

William Childs Robinson, Jr., formerly 
of the King College, Bristol, Tenn, faculty, 
has resigned and is taking graduate work 
on a Danforth Foundation grant at Yale 
University where he expects to complete 
work on his doctorate begun earlier at 
the University of Basel. 

Jerry R. Tompkins, Franklin, La., is to 
become pastor of the First church, Monti- 
cello, Ark., April 15. 

John Reagan, from Kobe, Japan, to 1 
Yamada Cho, 3 Chome, Nada Nu, Kobe, 
Japan. 

Maynard C. Woltz of the Sunset church, 
Charleston, W. Va., will be honorably 
retired April 1. 

Jack W. Ewart, from Palm Harbor, Fla., 
to San Christopher and Douglas Ave., 
Dunedin, Fla. 

H. Allan Scott, actuary for the Board 
of Annuities and Relief and the Ministers 
Annuity Fund since 1940, has been honor- 
ably retired effective April 5. He and 
Mrs. Scott will make their home in Man- 
hattan, Kans. 


Presbyterian, U.P. USA 

James P. Lytle, from Beaver, Pa., to 
Rt. 1, Baxter, Pa. 

Adam Weir Craig, 
N. C., 
Mass. 

Chaplain Robert A. Canfield, USN, from 
FPO New York, to 213 S. Meridian, North 
Chicago, Il. 

Francis W. Pritchard, from Maryville, 
Tenn., to 310 Fifth St., S. E., Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 

George F. Ott, formerly of Wichita, 
Kans., has become pastor of the Grace 
church, Milwaukee, Wisc. 

E. W. Wright has become pastor-emeri- 
tus of the First church of Hudson, Wisc. 

William R. King, formerly of the Gar- 
field Ridge church, Chicago, IIl., is spend- 
ing a five-year term as a fraternal worker 
in the Philippines. 

Dean O. Luginbill, from Thorntown, 
Ind., to the Rogers Park church, Chicago, 
Ill. 

Hiroshi Izumi, formerly of Japan, is 
serving as co-pastor of the Presbyterian 
Church of Christ, Chicago, III. 

E. Joseph Vandervort, from Findlay, 
= to the Evanshire church, Skokie, 

William A. Alexander, from Indian- 
apolis, Ind., to the Hickory Hills church, 
Chicago, III. 

William J. Larkin, from Pittsburgh, Pa., 
- the Buena Memorial church, Chicago, 

Donald F. Decker, from Logansport, 
Ind., to the Garfield Ridge church, Chi- 
cago, Ill. 

Vernon Butler, from Dayton, Ohio, to 
Chicago, Ill., where he is leading in the 
organization of the Calvary United Prot- 
estant Church in Park Forest. 








from Pinehurst, 
to Ford Cottage, Mt. Hermon, 





University of DUBUQUE 
Intellectually Vigorous . . Consciously Christian 
Fully Accredited College of 
Liberal Arts and Theological Seminary. 
In ita Second Century of Service. Under Aus- 
pices of the United Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 
WRITE: Admissions Department, University 
of Dubuque, Dubuque, Iowa 
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Sidney F. Barnes, of Chicago, IIl., has 
become assistant pastor of the Edgewater 
church of the same city. 

Horace H. Dunn, from the South Chi- 
cago United church to the Trinity church 
of Chicago. 

Covell J. Hart, who has served the 
Englewood church of Chicago, now dis- 
solved, has become pastor of the Wild- 
wood church of that city. 

Clifford T. Stewart, formerly of Arling- 
ton Heights, Ill, now serves the Lake 
View Associated Ministry of Protestants 
in Chicago. 

Donald W. Clayton, formerly of Park 
Forest, Ill., has joined the faculty of 
George Williams College in Chicago. 


MISSIONARY FURLOUGHS 

Returning after furlough: the E. R. 
Areharts to Garanhuns, Brazil; Charlotte 
McMurray, Belgian Congo, April 1; Lu- 
cile McElroy, Belgian Congo, April 14. 


DEATHS 

Robert Junius Hunter, Jr., 56, pastor 
of the First church, Hopkinsville, Ky., 
died of a heart attack March 9. He had 
been pastor of the Hopkinsville church 
since 1949, serving earlier in Springfield 
and Louisville, Ky. Mr. Hunter died in 
his car on the church parking lot, shortly 
after leaving the church office complaining 
of a slight illness. 

Ernest Vinton Clements, retired mis- 
sionary to West Pakistan, died March 13 
in Lakeland, Fla. Since his retirement in 
1955 he had made his home in Newcastle, 
Pa. 

Charles V. Reeder, 69, former mission- 
ary to China, died March 12 in Fredericks- 
burg, Ohio. From 1950 to 1957 he served 
the Glassport, Pa., church. Since that 
time the Fredericksburg church. 

Norma H. Knieriemen, R. N., 31, mis- 
sionary to Ethiopia, died of cancer March 
19 in Presbyterian Hospital, Philadelphia, 
Pa. She had served in Ethiopia since 
1953, being detained in this country last 
September for medical reasons, following 
her furlough. 

Mrs. Kenneth (Martha Strong) Mac- 
Kenzie, who, with her husband, served 


as a missionary in Punjab, India; later in 
a New York City pastorate, died March 
13 in Black Mountain, N. C., where they 
have made their recent home. 


MALCOLM C. McIVER 
CCL Head to A. T. S. Dean 

Succeeding Dean Patrick H. Carmi- 
chael, now retiring, as dean of the Pres- 
byterian, U. S., General Assembly’s 
Training School in Richmond, Va., will 
be the present director of Campus Chris- 
tian Life for the Board of Education, 
Malcolm C. McIver, who has been in 
that post for the past five years. Before 
that he studied at the University of Edin- 
burgh, Scotland, for which institution he 
has completed his dissertation dealing 
with the preaching of Henry Drummond 
to college students, Earlier Dr. McIver 
was minister to students at the University 
of Alabama. He will assume his new 
duties Sept. 1. 





FLORA MACDONALD COLLEGE 


Red Springs, North Carolina 


The Vardell Scholarships 


announces 


Write for information 
Dr. Price H. Gwynn, Jr. 











1776 Hampden-Sydney College 1959 


Unites sound scholarship and broad training 


for life with a vital Christian emphasis. 


JOSEPH C. ROBERT, President 


Hampden-Sydney, Virginia 








PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Division of Consolidated Presbyterian College of Synod of N. C. 


Educational 
most valuable asset—our youth. 


Louis C. LaMotte, President 


excellence for our 


Maxton, North Carolina 
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